
MEDLAR-with-WESHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Town Council meeting held on Tuesday,  10th February 2026 at 7.30 pm in the Committee Room, Wesham Community Centre

PRESENT:         Councillors:  E Bickerstaffe (Chair), L Nulty, I Nicols Hogg, A Hunter, P Desmond, P Enright,
                                           K Moreton  
                           	               
IN ATTENDANCE:	Ruth Ross (Town Clerk)	 

APOLOGIES ACCEPTED:		Councillors  A Short, T Rackham

CODE OF CONDUCT AND STANDING ORDERS
Members are reminded of the standard of conduct they must adhere to during Town council meetings

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Members are reminded that any direct or indirect pecuniary or other interests should be declared as required by the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members
Standard declarations of interest by councillors
Cllr Bickerstaffe – an interest in items relating to Wesham C of E School (Governor)
Cllr L Nulty – an interest in some issues relating to Mill Farm being a neighbour and an interest in items relating to Kirkham Food Bank (volunteer)
Cllr K Moreton - a hirer of the Community Centre for her business Eduquest

26/01  APPROVAL OF MINUTES of the Council Meeting held on 20TH January 2026 
Proposed:   Cllr L Nulty    Seconded:  Cllr I Nichols Hogg   

26/02  MATTERS ARISING
Any item not covered by agenda or action list 

26/03  POLICING ISSUES
Website Police.uk.   Stay in the Know website - reports on targeting people in car theft, stop and search etc.  

Stay in the Know have reported on incidents of where car door handles have been tried to gain access - there is a PACT meeting at Kirkham Community Centre on Thursday, 12 February at 6 pm - Cllr I Nichols Hogg to attend to forward issues in Wesham regarding speeding, parking dangerously. Visitors to AFC Fylde parking on Wesham streets.

Town Clerk to contact PS Danny Holt for details of the next meeting.

26/04  PLANNING 

25/0413 - Taylor Wimpey 250 dwellings on Weeton Road.  No further update 
25/0324 - Pennine View, Weeton Road - objection sent to planning officer on 08/08/25 - - no further update
Mill Farm - parking issues.  A submission from FBC regarding this is imminent.  Cllr J Ledger is our planning representative and concern was raised that Cllr J Ledger has made no contact regarding outstanding planning issues under Mill Farm Application.  This has been on going for at least 10 years.  There is great concern from the Wesham Community during match days.
Planning Forum email to be forwarded to all councillors once received by Town Clerk - scheduled to be every 3-4 months

26/05  PLAYING FIELDS AND OPEN SPACES
a)Open Spaces Contract -  
The SLA was reviewed again by J Pickervance and the Town Clerk and was discussed in detail during the council meeting following a meeting with Town Clerk and J Pickervance.  Town Clerk to forward a copy to R & J Pickervance for review prior to their attendance at the Council Meeting on 17th March .  To discuss the barrels outside the Community Centre and how many troughs would be needed for Doorstep Green.  It was proposed that we order the railing planters - 2 troughs.  Proposed by Cllr E Bickerstaffe and Seconded by Cllr K Moreton. 
b)Fleetwood Playing Fields – Existing benches to be painted.  Town Clerk to contact Wipeout regarding the mole situation.  
On Tap Bars - regarding using the playing fields on Club Day - contact Tina and state we are happy to continue again but did not receive a donation last year and agreement was to make a donation to a local charity.
c)Doorstep Green, Derby Road –  Arrange for dog run lights to be repositioned.  Town Clerk to arrange this.
There are gaps in the fencing on the dog run area which is starting to look unsightly.  Cllr E Bickerstaffe to contact the Estates Office who own the boundary fence 

26/06  HIGHWAYS AND RAILWAYS
Town Clerk contacted LCC regarding possibility of putting disabled parking spaces outside the Coop and hairdressers on Weeton Road.  Waiting for response.  Network rail to respond regarding signage to Railway Station car park.  Suggest we have a sign made to put on lamp posts to advertise the Station Car Park.  Town Clerk to contact Cllr J Roberts at LCC.

Road closure A585 - not clear on where the road works are supposed to be - Causewayone.network shows it is the other side of the roundabout in Greenhalgh.  Cllr A Hunter to look into this.


26/07  GOVERNANCE, FINANCE AND INSURANCE
Precepts were looked at again and revised - and after much discussion the amount was agreed as follows - 
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A vote was taken to agree to Precept amount.  Proposed by Cllr A Hunter and Seconded by Cllr P Enright.  Six councillors agreed to the revised Precept and one councillor abstained.
Copy of accounts for January 2026 were reviewed by councillors.

26/09  HUMAN RESOURCES - annual review to be arranged - Cllr L Bickerstaffe

26/10  WESHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE - 
Garden at the front of the Community Centre - decide on replanting.  
The toys, books and four wheeled trolleys at the back of the stage are to be given to Pre-School Club at the local school.  Proposed by Cllr P Enright and Seconded by Cllr K Moreton 

26/11  EDUQUEST - Hire agreement issued.  Cllr Kellyann declared an interest and discussed plans for Eduquest and use of the Community Centre and funding from FBC to run clubs at the Community Centre during school holidays

26/11  WEBSITE  – Email addresses.  Town Clerk to contact Easywebsites to get logging in information for individual councillors.  No update yet.

26/13  MAYORAL CHAIN AND REGALIA
No update - Cllr L Bickerstaffe looking into this.

26/14  FIRE STATION CENTRE OF WESHAM - no further update

26/15  - WESHAM REHABILITATION CENTRE
Continuing concerns from local residents regarding mess at the entrance of the centre and unaccompanied residents.  Town Clerk spoke to the Manager and being an NHS building - there is as strict no smoking policy on all sites.  We have agreed that they clean up the mess on and around the FBC bin which is located at the entrance to the Rehabilitation Centre.  Cllr E Bickerstaffe proposed that we look into removing the bin.

26/16  DONATION THIS YEAR - Council proposed that Medlar with Wesham Town Council donate £500 to the Food Bank and £500 to another charity.  Need to look into local charities.

26/17 ALLOTMENT ADJACENT TO BOWLING
Review when Tenancy agreements are sent out end of March early April.


26/18  MAYOR MAKING 2026-27
It was proposed and agreed that Councillor Linda Nulty will be the Mayor for 2026-27 and proposals are required for Deputy Mayor which will be decided on in the March meeting.  Proposed by Cllr K Moreton and Seconded by Cllr A Hunter.

26/19  ALLOTMENTS - TENANCY REVIEW
To discuss at the March Meeting.

26/20   FLY TIPPING 
Three mattresses have been dumped outside a gate on pasture Barn Lane.  This has been reported to FBC
Rubbish left in front garden on Catherine Street has been reported.

25/187 NEXT COUNCIL MEETING - 
17th March at 7.30 pm
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